Jerry Siegel’s
1975 Press Release

Introduction
by Michael Catron

In October of 1975, Jerry Siegel, the co-creator of Superman,
wrote a press release which was, next to those initial Superman strips,
probably the second most important thing he wrote in his life.

Earlier that year, Siegel and Joe Shuster had lost a lawsuit against
National Periodicals (DC Comics) over the rights to the renewal
copyright of Superman. As Siegel explains in the press release, Siegel
and Shuster had given up their right to appeal the verdict after DC
hinted it might finally make some sort of financial arrangement with
them over Superman.

But by October nothing had happened and, after decades of public
silence, Siegel couldn’t contain himself any longer. He wrote a furious,
bitter, anguished indictment of DC’s treatment of Siegel and Shuster.
Siegel’s emotionally-charged scream of agony and frustration was
also a desperate plea for help and understanding. More than a quarter
of a century later, his account of his long struggle for justice is still
powerful, disturbing, and heart-rending.

But Siegel didn’t stop there. In a fit of either genius or despair, he put
a “curse” on the upcoming Superman movie, a gambit guaranteed to
garner press attention.

Siegel’s “curse” made headlines around the world as obliging
reporters gave him plenty of ink to tell his story.

More importantly, Siegel’s cry for help rallied two allies immediately
to his side — comic book artists Neal Adams and Jerry Robinson.

Adams, who had frequently drawn Superman himself, had a
reputation as a maverick in the industry. “And at that time,” he said,
“l was president of the Academy of Comic Book Arts. ...Essentially
what | and the guys in my studio did was, we decided that day that
we would make an effort that these two guys would at least be treated
reasonably at the end of whatever that effort might be. That effort
turned out to be about three-and-a-half months long and used up a

tremendous amount of energy in the studio, but it worked out fine.”
—j-



Robinson, who had worked on the early Batman stories with Bob
Kane, was a past president of The National Cartoonist Society. “l took
it immediately to the National Cartoonist Society,” Robinson recalled.
“We wrote a resolution. We held a press conference. | took it to the
Magazine Guild and got a resolution backed by them. | wrote organiza-
tions around the world. We really orchestrated a whole national
campaign — international campaign actually. | think without that we
maybe wouldn’t even have gotten the settlement that we did.

“The creators were destitute and they [had] created dozens and
dozens of millionaires. [Warner] could have written [Siegel and Shuster]
an amount off the top that would have given them a secure future for
the rest of their lives without any problem. But [Warner was] fighting
to the end because they felt that if they gave an inch, they would be
subject to further demands or further litigation to restore [Siegel and
Shuster’s] rights.”

Ultimately, Warner agreed to give Siegel and Shuster an annual
income of $20,000 each and medical insurance for the rest of their
lives. Of equal importance, they agreed to restore Siegel and Shuster’s
names to Superman, not just in the comics, but in all media. When
Superman premiered in 1978, Warner gave Siegel and Shuster a full
screen credit as the creators of Superman and has continued to do so
in all subsequent movies, TV shows, comics, and cartoons.

The amount of their payments from Warner was raised quietly over
the years. When Shuster died in 1992, he was reportedly receiving
$85,000 a year. A Reuters report placed Siegel’s annual stipend at his
death in 1996 at “six figures.”

The settlement, according to Adams, was good not just for Siegel and
Shuster — it was good for DC, too. “It enabled DC Comics and Warners
to actually think better of themselves,” Adams reflected. “In spite of
the fact that there was such reluctance to take care of these fellows
and to put their names back on this property, it seems to me that
everybody profited by this.”

So here is Jerry Siegel’s October, 1975 press release. It has been
retyped for ease of viewing on a computer screen but close attention
was paid to re-create the look and feel of the original document. A
typewriter-style font is used to simulate the look of Siegel’s manual
typewriter, the formatting of lines and paragraphs follows the original,
even Siegel’s typographical and spelling errors are preserved.

copyright ©2001 Michael Catron (mikecatron@mac.com)



Jerry Siegel
11711 Mayfield Avenue, Apt. 14
West Les Angeles, Califernia 90049
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
SUPERMAN'S ORIGINATOR PUTS "CURSE" ON SUPERMAN MOVIE
It has been anneunced in shew business trade papers that a multi-millien
dellar preductien based en the SUPERMAN cemic strip is abeut te be preduced.
It has been stated that milliens ef dellars were paid te the ewners ef
SUPERMAN, Natienal Periedical Publicatiens, Inc., fer the right te use the
fameus cemic beek super-here in the new mevie., The script 1s by Marie Puze,
whe wrete "The Gedfather" and "Earthgusake"'. The film is te have a star-filled cast.
I, Jerry Siegel, the ce-eriginater ef SUPERMAN, put a curse en the
SUPERMAN mevie. I hepe it super-bembs. 1 hepe leyal SUPERMAN fans stay away
frem it in dreves. 1 hepe the whele werld, beceming aware of the stench
that surreunds SUPERMAN, will avelid the mevie like a plague.
Why am I putting this curse en a mevie based en my creatien SUPERMANY
Because carteenist Jee Shuster and I, whe ce-eriginated SUPERMAN tegether,
will net get ene centfrem the SUPERMAN super-mevie deal.
SUPERMAN has been a huge meneymaker fer 37 years. During mest ef these years,
Jee Shuster and I, whe eriginated the character SUPERMAN, get nething frem
eur creatien, and threugh many ef these years we have knewn want, while
SUPERMAN's publishers became multi-millienaires.
Full details are in the enclesed news release,
Read the enclesed material and yeu will get seme idea of hew it feels
te create ene of the mest successful fictien characters ef all time
and be cheated eut ef yeur share ef its prefits.
The publishers ef SUPERMAN cemic beeks, Natienal Periedical Publicatiens, Inc.,
killed my days, murdered my nights, cheked my happiness, strangled my career.
I censider Natienal's executives ecenemic murderers, meney-mad mensters,
If they, and the executives eof Warner Cemmunicatiens which ewns Natienal,
had censciences, they weuld right the wrengs they inflicted en Jee Shuster and me.

A CURSE ON THE SUPERMAN MOVIE.



Jerry Siegel

11711 Mayfield Avenue, Apt. 14
West Les Angeles, Califernia 90C49
£13-Rco=-250k

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Re: THE VICTIMIZATION OF SUPERMAN'S ORIGINATORS, JERRY SIEGEL AND JOE SHUSTER, BY:

Jack Liebewitz, Warner Cemmunicatiens
Natienal Periedical Publicatiens, Inc.
Independent News Cempany (Distributer ef Superman cemic beeks)

Jack Liebewitz, a member ef the Beard ef Directers ef Warner Cemmunicatiens,
stabbed Jee Shuster and me, Jerry Siegel, in the back.

He ruined eur lives, deliberately, theugh Jee and I eriginated SUPERMAN,
which enriched Liebewitz and his asseciates.

Liebewitz is extremely wealthy frem SUPERMAN. But Jee Shuster (the artist) and I
(the writer) have received nething frem SUPERMAN's phenemenal success mest ef
the 37 years in which eur creatien SUPERMAN has been a great meney-maker fer
Natienal Periedical Publicatiens, Inc., which is ewned by Warner Cemmunicatiens.

Jee 1s partially blind. My health is net geed. We are beth ol years eld.
Mest ef eur lives, during Superman's great success, has been spent in want.

Hew did back-stabber Liebewitz sucker us inte this tragic plight? J. S. Liebewitz
intreduced himself te me in a letter dated December 1, 1937, in which he wrete he
was giving his "definite assurance" that he weuld deal with me "witheut any treuble
such as yeu have been experiencing in the past." Previeusly I had dealt with a
publisher-asseciate of his, Majer Malcelm Wheeler-Nichelsen.

In 1933, while still in high scheel, Jee and I created SUPERMAN in eur hemes in
Cleveland, Ohle, at eur ewn initiative and expense., This was years befere we had
any arrangement er dealings with back-stabber Liebewitz er his cempany. Fer almest
six years all eur hepes and dreams were cencentrated en werking en and develeping
SUPERMAN, We were determined in eur efferts and refused te let anything er

anyene disceurage us.

In 1935, Nichelsen effered te publish SUPERMAN in a cemic beek, but Jee and 1
rejected his publishing effer. In 1932, Jee and 1 accepted Liebewitz's effer te
publish SUPERMAN because of Liebewitz's written and eral assurances that we

ceuld place our trust and cenfidence in him and deal with him "witheut any treuble."

In the first year ef SUPERMAN's publicatien, when SUPERMAN earned a fertune fer
its publishers and became a smash hit, Jee and I earned less than $#15.00 a week
apiece frem SUPERMAN.

We were paid $1C.C0C per cemic beek page. That was $5 per page aplece te

Jee and me. When I learned that SUPERMAN was a success, like Oliver Twist asking
fer mere perridge, I requested of Liebewitz that Jee and I be paid mere than
reen rates fer eur SUPERMAN creatien.

I received the fellewing respense frem the cheapskate whe had assured me I
weuld deal with him "witheut any treuble"...
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On September 28, 1938, J. S. Liebewitz wrete te me: "New, in reply te yeur letter.
Frankly, when I get threugh reading it, it teek my breath away. I did net anticipate
that when 1 asked yeu te ceme te New Yerk te discuss this matter ef newspaper
syndicatien, that yeu weuld want te take advantage ef this visit and try te beest
yeur price en 'Superman'.’

I teek the cheapskate's "breath away" by asking the businessman that Jee and I get
mere than $15 & week apiece because ef the success eof eur creatien SUPERMAN.

Liebewitz centinued, in his letter: "Yeu must bear in mind, Jerry, that when we
started Actien Cemics, we agreed te give yeu 31C.CC a page, which is $4.0C a page
mere than anyene else is getting fer any features in any ef eur feur beeks. In
additien, we're paying yeu $9.0C and $10.0C & page fer the ether feur features yeu
are drawing fer us - again $3.00 and $4.0C & page mere than we are paying any ether
artist. Where yeu get the idea that anyene was receiving $15.00C & page 1'd like te knew,
3 As far as the pepularity pell is cencerned, we have sppreximately 300 letters
in reply te this centest. If yeu were se ebservant, yeu may have seen that the
majerity ef these letters have net been epened as yet and I den't knew whether
'Superman' heads the list er 'Zatara' er any ether feature carried in this beek.

If yeu based the pepularity ef yeur strip en the basis ef 3CC replies, you are
gressly exaggerating the impertance ef 'Superman'. Den't ferget that there are

04 pages 1in the magazine and that there isn't any magazine being published teday
that can sell en the basis ef any ene feature, whether that feature is Pep-Eye,
Mickey Meuse, eor any ether tep-netch strip and if I theught fer a mement that eur
magazine depended en yeur strip, I weuld certainly make every effert te aveld

any such situatien."

Liebewitz centinued, in his letter: "As & matter ef fact, we have teday epened
the ether mail en the pell and we have feund that £5% indicated 'Zatara' te be
their faverite feature, 2C% like 'Pep Mergan',6 15% like 'Tex Thempsen' and

enly 3C% have designated 'Superman' as their faverite, the balance being scattered
ameng the ether features in the magazine, se ceme off yeur high herse."

Jee and I were earning less than $15 a week apiece frem SUPERMAN and because we
wanted te earn a decent living frem eur creatien SUPERMAN, Jaceb S, Liebewitz
demanded "ceme off yeur high herse."

I will centinue cgueting frem this letter written by the man whe is en the
Beard ef Directers ef Warner Cemmunicatiens.

Liebewitz centinued, in his letter eof September -8, 1938:

"IS IT POSSIBLE THAT BECAUSE WE TREATED YOU LIKE A HUMAN BEING -

YOU SUDDENLY GOT A SWELL HEAD? IT MAY ALSO BE THAT YOU ARE UNDER

THE MISTAKEN DELUSION THAT BECAUSE YOU CAME INTO TOWN TO A LARGE
ORGANIZATION, WHICH GAVE YOU TIME AND SHOWED YOU EVERY COURTESY

WHICH WOULD BE ACCORDED TO ANY BIG PERSONAGE, YOU CONSTRUED ALL THESE
ACTIONS 1IN THE WRONG LIGHT, THAT WE WERE TRYING TO GET SOMETEING

FROM YOU. THE CASE IS DISTINCTLY THE REVERSE. WE WERE TRYING TO GIVE YOU,
AN INEXPERIENCED YOUNG MAN, THE BENEFIT OF OUR EXPERIENCE AND G0OD WILL,
IN ORDER THEAT YOU GET AHEAD IN YOUR AMBITION TO BECOME SOMEBODY

IN THE COMIC FIELD.

"DON'T GET THE IDEA THAT EVERYONE IN NEW YORK IS A 'GYP' AND A HIGHBINDER
AND BECAUSE YOU ARE TREATED AS A GENTLEMAN AND AN E@UAL NOT ONLY BY
OURSELVES BUT BY MR. GAINES AND THE McCLURE PEOPLE, THAT

WE ARE SEEKING TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF YOQU, "

Was it Shakespeare whe wrete, "The man pretesteth tee much?"
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Nete that Liebewitz referred te me as an "inexperienced yeung man'.
Webster's Cellegiate Dictienary defines "gyp" as: "CHEAT, SWINDLER".

The same dictienary defines "highbinder" as: "A cerrupt er scheming pelitician."

Liebewitz centinued, in his letter: "The ameunt ef increase yeu demand dees net hurt me
&3 much as yeur attitude in the entire matter. I den't want te be tee harsh abeut it,
because I realize that because of yeur inexperience yeu have made an unfair reguest, ¢
Yeu will learn yeu have been very fertunate in meeting up with peeple whe are leeking
eut fer yeur interest as well as their ewn."

In stating I was "very fertunate in meeting up with peeple whe are leeking eut fer yeur
interest as well as their ewn" Liebewitz was again assuring Jee Shuster and me that
we ceuld place eur TRUST in him.

(Jee and I had been extremely cenfident SUPERMAN weuld be a& huge success because we
felt we had created a character which weuld have tremendeus appeal. I wrete in the
final panel ef SUPERMAN in ACTION COMICS Ne. 1, June, 1938 issue, the banner headline:

"AND SO BEGINS THE STARTLING ADVENTIURES OF THE MOST SENSATIONAL STRIP CHARACTER
OF ALL TIME: SUPERMAN!")

Liebewitz wrete te me that ne magazine was published en the basis ef ene feature:

"I weuld certainly make every effert te aveld any such situatien," and he speke eof
my "gressly exaggerating the impertance ef 'Superman.'" Befere leng, SUPERMAN was

published in its ewn magazine.

In his letter of August 1o, 1938, Liebewitz wrete te me: "Se yeu see, Jerry, we are
living up te eur premise te you and in time we will be in & pesitien te capitalize
en these efferts." This referred te Liebewitz's premise that he weuld leek eut
after the interests of Jee Shuster and Jerry Siegel.

In his letter te me of June 2, 1932, Liebewitz wrete of "all eof us" benefitting
frem SUPERMAN.

In his letter te me of January =3, 1940, Jack Liebewitz again stated his pesitien
that Jee Shuster and I need net werry abeut "rights", that we ceuld trust him

te pretect eur interests. He wrete: "Get behind yeur werk with zest and ambitien te
impreve and ferget abeut beek rights, mevie rights and all ether dreams. ... We'll
take care of things in the preper manner."

A new SUPERMAN mevie is new abeut te be preduced. It has been publicized that
Natienal has been pald milliens ef dellars fer the rights te preduce the mevie abeut
SUPERMAN, the creatien ef Jee and me. Jee and I have net received ene cent frem these
milliens ef dellars, theugh, in cennectien with mevie rights, Liebewitz premised
Jee and me, "WE'LL TAKE CARE OF THINGS IN THE PROPER MANNER."

We believed Liebewitz's assurances and his representatiens net te werry abeut rights
but te rely en his persenal integrity.

Liebewitz preceeded te vielate eur geed faith, which he had areused with his written
and verbal pretestatiens and premises ef integrity upen his part; he dealt with us
unfairly, in vielatien eof his premises te pretect eur interests.



In 194C Superman appeared en radie. In 1941, Parameunt Pictures began te release
what eventually ameunted te 18 Superman animated carteens. In his letter ef June <7,
1941, Liebewitz stated: "Under the terms ef eur centract yeu are entitled te a
percentage of the net prefits accruing frem the expleitatien ef Superman in channels
ether than magazines., These figures fer the last year shew that we lest meney,
and therefere yoeu are entitled te ne reyalties. Hewever, in line with sur usual genereus
attitude teward yeu beys, I am enclesing a check fer $5CC which 1is in effect

& teken ef feeling."

The beek, "1903 Cepyright Preblems Analyzed" describes, in ene ef its sectiens,
the sctiens and pesture ef unscrupuleus publishers whe while cheating centributers,
hypecritically pretended te have hearts ef geld. Here is a ouete frem page 33:

"Thus, the publisher was the 'GENEROUS man' whe weuld 'take care ef the BOYS'."

Liebewitz lumped himself in the aferementiened fetid categery ef unscrupuleus
expleiters when he wrete, in the 1letter gueted abeve:

"Hewever, in line with eur usual GENEROUS attitude teward yeu BOYS..."

In his letter dated September 11, 1945, Liebewitz wrete: "As far as radie and
licensing is cencerned, Kellegg's Pep 1s still spensering the pregram. They recently
renewved fer anether thirteen week peried and while we are net making much meney
threugh this seurce, we feel it has a beneficial effect in keeping the character
befeore the public."

Liebewitz said they were "net making much meney" frem radie, but accerding te the
statement eof Radie and Licensing that was part ef Exhibit oz in the Westchester case,
Natienal's inceme frem Radie and Licensing tetalled $149,323.11 fer the year 1945.
$133,154 .88 of that ameunt was frem Radie.

Up until just befere the Westchester trial in the late 194Cs, when it was clear
there weuld be & lawsuit, Natienal had net even furnished annusal statements te us
shewing inceme derived frem subsidiary seurces te which Jee and I were centractually
entitled. Referee Yeung ruled that we were entitled te an acceunting.

In July, 1943, 1 was drafted inte the United States Army during Werld War II.

It was at this time that Natienal teek ever preductien ef the Superman material.
When I get eut ef the Army, Natienal refused te return full preductien ef &all Superman
material te Jee Shuster and me, theugh eur centract specified we were te supply and
furnish all Superman material. Taking the exclusive art and script preductien away
frem us against the terms ef eur agreement, net enly injured us ecenemically but
caused us great mental distress,

During the time I was in the Army everseas, and Iin ne pesitien te pretect my interests,
Detective Cemics, Inc. published SUPERBOY, which I had earlier created and submitted
fer censideratien te Detective Cemics, Inc., the predecesser cerperatien ef Natienal.
Detective and Liebewitz published SUPERBOY witheut any netificatien er cempensatien
te me, thus precipitating the Westchester actien. Had Liebewitz kept his werd

and treated Jee and me ethically, instead ef rewarding eur talent and hard werk with
unfair trade practices, we weuld have had ne difficulty and weuld net have been
maneuvered inte initiating the Westchester actien in defense of eur interests,

Liebewitz and asseciates ef Natienal (Detective) stele the character SUPERBOY frem me.
The ceurt ruled they acted 1llegally in publishing SUPERBOY witheut right.
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I new refer you te the Westchester case interlecutery Judgement which was "Exhibit E"
te Natienal's Answer and part ef the recerd in the recent renewed actien against
Natienal.

The Interlecutery Judgement enjeined the defendants (Natienal) in regard te SUPERBOY,
frem using SUPERBOY. It declared and adjudged "that plaintiff SIEGEL is the eriginater
and the sele ewner ef the cemic strip feature SUPERBOY,, and that plaintiff as the
eriginater and ewner eof the cemic strip feature SUPERBOY has the sele and exclusive
right te create, sell and distribute cemic strip material under the title SUPERBOQY,
ef the type and nature heretefere published under that title, and ef the nature
described in plaintiffs' exhibits 1o and 36."

I quete frem the Decisien ef J. Addisen Yeung, Official Referee, in the 1947
Westchester case:

"It is guite clear te me hewever, that in publishing Superbey, the Detective
Cemics, Inc. acted illegally. I cannet accept defendants view that Superbey
was in reality Superman. I think Superbey was a separate and distinct entity.
In having published Superbey witheut right, plaintiffs are entitled te an
injunctien preventing such publicatien and under the circumstances 1 believe
the defendants sheuld acceunt as te the inceme received frem such publicatien
and that plaintiffs sheuld be given an eppertunity te preve any damages they
have sustained en acceunt thereef. The defendant, Detective Cemics admit
ewning plaintiffs ever $3,C0C fer publishing Superbey but this ameunt is
calculated en a basis net binding upen the plaintiffs., I &alse think that
plaintiffs are entitled te an acceunting as demanded in their Eighth cause

ef actien."

In ether werds, it was preven in ceurt that Detective Cemics, Inc. (Liebewitz and
asseciates) had stelen SUPERBOY frem me. The Eighth cause ef actien cencerned
Detective (Liebewitz and asseciates) cheating Jee and me eut eof SUPERMAN
character merchandising eutceme.

SUPERBOY was stelen frem me...

On September =R, 1938, Jack LIEbewitz wrete te me, using the werds "GYP" and
"H1GHBINDER" and he assured me he and his asseciates were net the type eof
cerperate criminals whe weuld be "SEEKING T0 TAKE ADVANTAGE OF YOU."

Again:s
Webster defines "Gyp" as: "CHEAT, SWINDLER".
Webster defines "highbinder" as: "A cerrupt er scheming pelitician."

Liebewitz, prefessing high integrity, assured me in the September 2, 1938 letter,
"Yeu will learn yeu have been very fertunate in meeting up with peeple whe are
leeking eut fer yeur interest as well as their ewn."

Jee and I trusted Liebewitz and Detective and Natienal te leek eut fer eur interest.
Instead, SUPERBOY was STOLEN, and Jee and I wereCHEATED eut eof SUPERMAN subsidiary
inceme reyalties.

Alse cencerned in the 1947 case was Detective Cemics, Inc. publishing "Leis Lane,
Girl Reperter" and carrying the byline, "By Jerry and Jee', witheut any cempensatien
being paid te us. In additien, Jee and I cemplained that Detective had unfairly
cempeted with the creatien ef Jee and I, SUPERMAN, with imitative features such as
Jehnny «uick, The Flash, Green Lantern, Air-Wave, Heur-Man, Wender Weman, Star-Man,
Dr. Fate, Hawkman, The Ultra-Men, etc.
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Back in March 1, 194C, Jack S. Liebewitz wrete in respense te a letter eof pretest
frem me: "I den't agree with yeu that the Heur Man is a cepy ef Superman. 1t weuld
be definitely against eur better interest te have an imitatien ef Superman in eur
beeks, in spite ef the fact that all cempeting magazines carry an imitatien ef Superman."

Natienal Periedical Publicatiens, Inc. is new publishing in cempetitien te SUPERMAN,
the character Captain Marvel, in the cemic beek SHAZAM, and the character appears en 1V;
years age, Natienal preved in ceurt that Captain Marvel, then published by a rival
publisher, had plagiarized SUPERMAN,

First Natienal put Captain Marvel eut ef business fer plaglarizing Superman, and new
Natienal prefits frem publishing that plagiarism in cempetitien te Superman. Yet,
back in March 1, 194C, Liebewitz wrete te me: "IT WOULD BE DEFINITELY AGAINST OUR
BETTER INTEREST TO HAVE AN IMITATION OF SUPERMAN IN OUR BOOKS, IN SPITE OF THE FACT
THAT ALL COMPETING MAGAZINES CARRY AN IMITATION OF SUPERMAN." Captain Marvel was
and is an imitatien ef Superman.

Fer years, Jee Shuster and I have received NOTHING frem SUPERMAN, while Natienal has
earned mere wealth frem publishing net enly SUPERMAN, but imitatiens ef SUPERMAN,

I repeat, Jee is partially blind, my health is net geed, he and I are ¢l years eld.

Three eof the mest fameus literary creatiens in publishing histery are Tarzan (created
by Edgar Rice Burreughs), Sherleck Helmes (created by A. Cenan Deyle), and Superman
(created by Jerry Siegel and Jee Shuster.)

Edgar Rice Burreughs and his estate prefited hugely frem TARZAN. A, Cenan Deyle and
his estate prefited hugely frem SHERLOCK HOLMES. Yet Jee and I have net enly been
cheated and ruined by Natienal, but fer mest eof the 37 years eof Superman's publicatien
we have received NOTHING frem eur creatien.

And yet, we were teld by Liebewitz that he and his asseciates were ethical and ceuld
be trusted te leek eut after the interests eof Jee Shuster and me, Jerry Siegel.

I ceuld write a great deal mere, but this sheuld give yeu an idea eof the mentality

of Jack S. Liebewitz whe lured Jee and me inte signing agreements with the assurance
Jee and I were "very fertunate in meeting up with peeple whe are leeking eut fer yeur
interest as well as their ewn", then preceeded te cheat us and destrey eur
happiness and careers,

The peeple whe cheated Jee and me, as well as their heirs, enjey the wealth SUPERMAN
earned and i1s earning... SUPERMAN's current expleiters, including publisher, editers,
writers and artists derive big incemes frem SUPERMAN.

Jee and I suffer... we think ef little else, and it makes us miserable te see hew
eur families suffer, tee.

Se Natienal ewns SUPERMAN. But what ef the twe men, Jerry Siegel and Jee Shuster, whe
eriginated SUPERMAN? Is it right that we get NOTHING frem the great success ef eur
SUPERMAN creatien?

wueting frem a letter written by Jee Shuster: "I had assumed, like Jerry Siegel,
that when we signed with Detective, we weuld be dealt with fairly, that 'fair dealing'
was implicit in eur several agreements with Detective. We did net fersee that eur
creatien weuld be taken away frem us, eur by-lines stripped frem us, and a hest ef
ether writers and artists breught in, first te cempete with us and then te replace us.



-7 -

"We still find it hard te cemprehend hew it is pessible that we, the creaters eof what
has been called 'ene eof the mest phenemenal success steries of the twentieth century',
have been tetally and cempletely deprived and divested ef eur werk by a web ef legal
technicalities and then abandened."

What type ef mentality up at Natienal Periedical Publicatiens, Inc. ceuld have dene
this te us and new permits such an injustice te centinue? The ideals which made
SUPERMAN ene ef the tep cemics preperties eof all time, and caused its creatien...
namely cempassien and a desire te help the eppressed...has been turned inte a
meney-making machine by the erganizatien which calleusly ruined the lives of Jee and me
and deprived us ef the fruits ef eur creatien SUPERMAN.

The Superman slegan that Natienal has hypecritically cashed in en is "Iruth, Justice
and the American Way."

The peeple whe expleit and prefit frem SUPERMAN are greedy and selfish., They cheated
Jee and me and centinue te earn mere wealth while Jee and I, the eriginaters ef SUPERMAN,
suffer day after day after day.

When 1 teld Liebewitz that Jee and I were being treated unjustly ecenemically in
regard te Superman, Liebewitz tried te justify his pesitien by stating Detective had
gambled a 330,000 investment in preducing Actien Cemics, in which Superman was published.

I new guete frem the beek "1953 Cepyright Preblems Analyzed", in the article
"Pretective Secieties fer Authers and Creaters" by William Klein II, (page 50)
which casts & revealing light en the argument ef & publisher with the Liebewitz mentality:

"Hellyweed was (and 1s) a fabuleus place where wealthy film preducers had

a let of meney te threw areund. They weuld buy scripts eutright -- yeu might
almest say they beught the writers, tee. Fer this they had an argument that
seemed reasenable te seme. They had te have all rights because ef their
tremendeus investment in & metien picture had te be pretected, net just here
but threugheut the werld. The essence of this argument, the big investment
te pretect I might remark in passing, underlies the pesitien ef users in
every fleld, whether beeks, radie er the like., Writers and their

secieties de net centest the premise that the user has a large investment.
But they de centest the cenclusien which is seught te be drawn namely that
the enly way the users' investment can be pretected is by granting him

all rights in the particular werk. I den't think I am giving away any trade
secrets by saying that I believe the basic geal ef the creater -- regardless
ef his fileld -- is that he sheuld give up enly these rights which are necessary
fer the purpese te which the use is intended, and then enly se leng as these
rights are used and paid fer."

Natienal paid $13C fer the first episede of Superman, then sent Jee and me & release
te Superman, fer us te sign. The $13C was already ewing te us fer the material.
The efficial referee in the Westchester case decided, "...the real censideratien was
plaintiffs' express desire and Detective Cemics, Inc. cencurrence in that desire te
see Superman in print. When Detective Cemics, Inc. accepted Supermen fer publicatien
and published it, it furnished the true censideratien fer the agreement of

March 1lst, 1938."

If merely seeing Superman in print was "censideratien" eneugh fer Siegel and Shuster
te agree te publicatien and accept an agreement, then we weuld have eagerly accepted
Nichelsen's effer (a previeus publisher), which the recerd shews we did net de. My

statement that Jee Shuster and I had rejected Nichelsen's effer te publish Superman

was entered as an exhibit at the Westchester trial. It is clear that Judge Yeung did
net netice my statement. His errer eof emissien en a purely factual matter led te a
miscarriage of justice.
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Fer abeut 1lc years, Jee and I seught the renewal rights te Superman, until just recently,
the cepyright renewal term rights.

In April ef 1975, Jee and 1 agreed net te take eur case te the Supreme Ceurt, because we
were infermed by eur atterney that if we did net de se, he had been infermed Natienal
weuld then censider making a financial arrangement which weuld benefit Jee and me.
Again, we placed eur trust and faith in the geed intentiens, fairness and generesity
ef Natienal.

It is six menths since then. At this current writing, there has been nething effered.
We hepe we have net been victimized inte giving up eur right te appeal te the Supreme
Ceurt witheut receiving anything in return.

Jee and I have been the victims ef & menstreus injustice. The deubledealing, the
chicanery, the sharp practices and guilt ef Natienal are clear.

All Jee and I can de 1is appeal te someone like you te de whatever yeu can te aid eur
cause, and fer us te publicize eur plight.

The cepyright law, which prevides fer twe separate terms eof 2R years, was enacted te
pretect creaters, such as Jee and me, frem the type of situatien we are in.

The creatien ef SUPERMAN, mere than any ether single event, was respensible fer the
cemic beek business as it exists teday, creating empleyment fer artists, writers,
editers, executives, and ethers cennected with cemic beek publishing.

Since his first appearance ever 37 years age, eur character SUPERMAN has been knewn
as & symbel fer JUSTICE, the champien ef the helpless and eppressed, the physical
marvel whe had swern te devete his existence te helping these in need.

We, the creaters ef SUPERMAN, believe it is time fer the publishers ef SUPERMAN te
end the great inguity and injustice, which new exists. Jee Shuster and I shall net
rest in eur present pesitien.

Yeu hear a great deal abeut The American Dream.

But SUPERMAN, whe in the cemics and fllms fights fer "truth, justice and the American
Way", has fer Jee and me beceme An American Nightmare.

What led me inte cenceiving SUPERMAN in the early thirties<

Listening te President Reesevelt's "fireside chats" ... being unempleyed and werried
during the depressien and knewing hepelessness and fear. Hearing and reading ef the

eppressien and slaughter ef helpless, eppressed jews in Nazil Germany...seeing mevies
depicting the herrers ef privatien suffered by the dewntredden...reading ef gallant,
crusading herees in the pulps, and seeing ecually crusading herees en the screen in
feature films and mevie serials (eften pitted against malevelent, grasping, ruthless
madmen) I had the great urge te help...help the despairing masses, semehew.

Hew ceuld I help them, when I ceuld barely help myself?

Superman was the answer. And Superman, aiding the dewntredden and eppressed, has
caught the imaginatien ef a werld.

But fer mest ef 37 years the incredible wender ef SUPERMAN, his ideals, his accemplish-
ments, have been turned areund, like in & gheulish farce, net enly against me, but
Jee, tee, whe had cenceived the physical, mystical ferm ef SUPERMAN in his artwerk.
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Superman's publishers have mercilessly geuged Jee and I fer their selfish enrichment,
stealing eur incemes and careers frem us derived frem Superman, because ef their greedy
desire te menepelize the fruits ef the Superman creatien. I can't flex super-humsan muscles
and rip apart the massive buildings in which these greedy peeple ceunt the immense prefits
frem the misery they have inflicted en Jee and me and eur families. I wish I ceuld. But I
can write this press release and ask my fellew Americans te please help us by refusing te
buy SUPERMAN cemic beeks, refusing te patrenize the new SUPERMAN mevie, er watch SUPERMAN

en TV until this great injustice against Jee and me is remedied by the calleus men whe
pecket the prefits frem OUR creatien. Everyene whe has enjeyed eur creatien SUPERMAN and
what he steed fer, these of you whe believe that truth and justice sheuld be the American
Way, can help us.

I repeat, Captain Marvel was branded plagiaristic in ceurt. Fawcett Publicatiens had
eriginally published Captain Marvel. Natienal put Captain Marvel eut ef business fer
plagiarizing SUPERMAN, and new Natienal cashes in en that plagiarism by publishing Captain
Marvel in the SHAZAM cemic beek in cempetitien te SUPERMAN. The fellewing 1is oueted frem
"Cepyright Decisiens, 1951-195z", Pg. 251, Natienal Cemics Publicatiens, Inc. v. Fawcett
Publicatiens, Inc., et a&al:

"L. HAND, Circuit Judge. =% The judge’==* On the ether hand he feund that, in
publishing the expleits ef 'Captain Marvel' in 'Whiz Cemics' and its ether magazines,
'Fawcett' cepled frem 'strips' - a 'strip' censists ef a series of pictures carrying

legends - which had appeared in 'Actien Cemics', and had dene se with the degree eof
detail which in Detective Cemics v. Bruns Publicatiens, ¢ Cir., 111 F.Zd 432, we feund
te infringe earlier cepyrights ef 'Superman' by anether plagiarist. The evidence dees
much mere than shew that this finding was net 'clearly erreneeus'; IT LEAVES NO POSSIBLE
DOUBT THAT THE COPYING WAS DELIBERATE; INDEED IT TAKES SCARCELY MORE THAN A GLANCE AT
CORRESPONDING 'STRIPS' OF 'SUPERMAN' AND 'CAPTAIN MARVEL' T0O ASSURE THE OBSERVER THAT
THE PLAGIARISM WAS DELIBERATE AND UNABASHED."

As far as Jee and 1 are cencerned, we have been victimized by evil men and a selfish, evil
cempany which calleusly ruined us and appears te be willing te abanden us in eur eld age,
theugh eur creatien SUPERMAN has made and centinues te make milliens fer them. Newspaper
articles state Natienal was paid 3$3,000,CCC fer the rights te make the SUPERMAN mevie
and that $15,00C,00C will be spent te preduce the mevie.-And the eriginaters ef SUPERMAN,
Jerry Siegel and Jee Shuster, are net te recent ene cent.

WHAT AN INFERNAL, SICKENING SUPER-STENCH EMANATES FROM NATIONAL PERIODICAL PUBLICATIONS,
INC, We hepe the public will never ferget this when seeing the SUPERMAN character,
or Natienal Periedical cemic beeks. De net patrenize SUPERMAN because of this injustice.
HARBARAARAHARHARAARAHR
Addresses: Mr. Carmine Infantine, Publisher
NATIONAL PERIODICAL PUBLICATIONS, Inc.
75 Reckefeller Plaza
New Yerk, N.Y. 10019

Mr. Steven J. Ress, President
WARNER COMMUNICATIONS, Inc.
10 Reckefeller Plaza, New Yerk, N.Y. 100zC

Independent News Cempany
275 Secaucus Rd.
Secaucus, N.J.

The preducers eof the new SUPERMAN mevie are:

Messers Ilya Salkind & Pierre Spengler
Beverly Hills Hetel

9041 West Sunset

Beverly Hills, Calif.



